
t
o
m

a
t
o
e
s

B
A
S
IC

 C
A
R
E

A
t least 6-8 h

o
u

rs a day

• Po
u

r w
ater directly in

to
 th

e so
il at th

e base o
f th

e plan
t, n

o
t o

n
 

th
e leaves o

r fru
its. 

• Keep so
il co

n
sisten

tly m
o

ist bu
t n

o
t o

verly w
et.

         >
 To

 test: pu
sh

 fin
ger o

n
e in

ch
 deep in

to
 so

il, if dry, 
            add w

ater. 
• In

 su
m

m
er, plan

ts w
ill n

eed alm
o

st daily w
aterin

g.

WATER

• To
 safely rem

o
ve a to

m
ato

 fro
m

 th
e vin

e, h
o

ld th
e plan

t ju
st  

   abo
ve th

e fru
it an

d u
se yo

u
r o

th
er h

an
d to

 gen
tly pu

ll th
e  

   to
m

ato
. Yo

u
 can

 tw
ist th

e stem
 a little to

 en
co

u
rage it to

 break,  
   if n

eeded. 
• M

any garden
ers prefer to

 h
arvest w

h
en

 th
e to

m
ato

 is m
o

stly  
   red, bu

t yo
u

 m
ay n

eed to
 h

arvest earlier if pests are a pro
blem

. 
• To

m
ato

es can
 ripen

 o
! th

e vin
e, so

 yo
u

 can
 h

arvest th
em

 w
h

en
  

   th
ey are a size yo

u
 like an

d allo
w

 th
em

 to
 ripen

 in
do

o
rs. 

• W
ash

 to
m

ato
es th

o
ro

u
gh

ly w
ith

 w
ater befo

re eatin
g. 

HARVESTING

• To
m

ato
es th

at n
eed to

 ripen
 can

 be sto
red o

n
 th

e co
u

n
ter. 

• To
m

ato
es th

at are perfectly ripe sh
o

u
ld be eaten

 im
m

ediately! 
• If th

ey can’t be eaten
 im

m
ediately, sto

re th
em

 in
 th

e fridge to
  

  preven
t co

n
tin

u
ed ripen

in
g (an

d ro
ttin

g!) 

A
s yo

u
r to

m
ato

 plan
t gro

w
s, lo

o
sely secu

re it to
 a stake o

r stick to
 

h
elp th

e plan
t gro

w
 vertically an

d su
ppo

rt th
e w

eigh
t o

f its fru
it. 

T
h

is can
 also

 be do
n

e w
ith

 a to
m

ato
 cage. 

 

s
t
a
k
in

g
/
c
a
g
in

g

C
O
M

M
O
N
 P

R
O
B
L
E
M

S

• In
sects: rem

o
ve by h

an
d, o

r try in
secticidal so

ap (ch
eck o

u
t th

e U
G

A
 

  Exten
sio

n
 w

ebsite fo
r m

o
re details). 

• Squ
irrels: C

o
n

sider gettin
g a n

et/co
verin

g fo
r th

e to
m

ato
es to

 keep 
   th

em
 aw

ay. 
• Ro

ts: to
m

ato
es are a!ected by several path

o
gen

s in
 th

e so
il. To

 
   preven

t th
e spread o

f th
ese path

o
gen

s, do
n’t plan

t to
m

ato
es in

 th
e 

   sam
e co

n
tain

er tw
ice w

ith
o

u
t ch

an
gin

g o
u

t th
e so

il.

To
m

ato
es are an

n
u

als th
at w

ill n
o

t pro
du

ce again
 o

n
ce th

ey sto
p. 

Rem
o

ve th
e to

m
ato

 plan
t fro

m
 th

e bu
cket. T

h
e so

il sh
o

u
ld be go

o
d 

fo
r plan

tin
g again

 th
e fo

llo
w

in
g year, bu

t it w
o

u
ld be best to

 plan
t 

so
m

eth
in

g di!eren
t (preferably n

o
t in

 th
e to

m
ato

 fam
ily).

IN
S
E
C
T
 P

E
S
T
S

T
O
M

A
T
O
 IS

 N
O
 L

O
N
G
E
R
 P

R
O
D
U
C
IN

G

s
u
n

s
t
o
r
in

g


